
PA1  |  2020-11-24  |  Ericsson Mobility Report November 2020  |  Ericsson Confidential  |  Page 1

Ericsson Mobility Report
November 2020

Middle East and Africa



PA1  |  2020-11-24  |  Ericsson Mobility Report November 2020  |  Ericsson Confidential  |  Page 2

In 2026 there will be 3.5 billion 5G 
subscriptions 

220m
220 million 5G 
subscriptions expected end 
of 2020.

>100
More than 100 service 
providers around the world 
have launched 5G.
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In 2026 there will be 130 million 5G 
subscriptions in MENA

50%
LTE as the dominant 
technology with more than 
50 percent of the 
subscriptions by 2026 in 
MENA
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By 2026, 4G/LTE subscriptions are predicted 
to grow up to 2.5 times in SSA 

40%
HSPA will remain the 
dominant technology with 
a share of over 40 percent 
by 2026 in SSA
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FWA offerings grew around 20% in MEA 
in the past year.

Western Europe has the 
highest FWA adoption at 
93 percent 
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Fixed wireless access to connect the 
unconnected in MEA 

35m
FWA Connections is project 
to triple and reach 
35million by 2026 in MEA
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MENA to experience the highest smartphone 
traffic growth

— India region has the 
highest average 
monthly usage per 
smartphone today
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Total Mobile data traffic to grow 6.5x in 
SSA by 2026

— Smartphones adaptation will almost double, to 
reach over 73% of the subscriptions by 2026

— Average traffic per smartphone is expected to 
reach 8.9GB per month by 2026
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Service providers face three alternative 
paths to success
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38%
At 38 percent, industry-led is 
the most common strategy, 
focusing on a value for money 
proposition.

28%
Of the service providers 
surveyed, 28 percent are 
offering-led, challenging with 
new services.

19%
Quality-led is deployed by 19 
percent of service providers, 
who lead in network 
performance

Service providers compete with distinct 
strategies
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Middle East has the highest proportion of 
quality-led service providers 
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The ranking of service providers which lead in 
KPIs, in their respective local markets
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2020: the ultimate stress-test for FirstNet
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— Presently serves 1.7 million first-responders 
and 14000 agencies providing mission-critical 
capabilities 

— Network launched on 4G LTE and currently 
being upgraded to provide 5G capabilities

— 5G technologies will provide a range of 
network improvements, including low latency 
and capacity enhancements

Mission-critical networks connect the 
public safety community
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Examples of applications and use cases 
5G could unlock for first responders
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EricssonMobilityReportNovember2020

1bn
More than 1 billion people, or 15% of the world population, 
will have access to 5G coverage by the end of 2020.

25%
FWA connections forecast to grow more than threefold, 
reaching over 180 million by the end of 2026 and accounting 
for a quarter of all mobile network data traffic.

220m
220 million 5G subscriptions  forecast by the end of 2020 
and 3.5 billion by end of 2026.

>4x
We have increased our long-term traffic forecast, now 
reaching 226EB/month in 2026 which is more than 4 times 
the traffic of today, due to significant traffic increase in 
emerging markets like India. 




